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Aims
Through this policy we aim to:
 Ensure that parents are clear about what their child is expected to do.
 Ensure consistency of approach throughout the school.
 To use homework as a tool to help continue to raise standards of attainment.
 Improve the quality of the learning experience offered to pupils and to extend it beyond the
classroom environment.
 Provide opportunities for parents, children and the school to work together in partnership in
relation to children’s learning.
 Encourage pupils and their parents to share and enjoy learning experiences.
 Reinforce work covered in class by providing further opportunities for individual learning.
 To practise or consolidate basic skills and knowledge, especially in Numeracy and Literacy.
 Encourage children to develop the responsibility, confidence and self-discipline needed to
study independently.
 To prepare Year 6 pupils for the transfer to secondary school.
The Nature of Homework
It should be noted that homework can be set in many different forms with many different expectations
and outcomes. It is important to remember that when expecting and setting homework there are a
number of points to consider:1. The nature and type of homework changes throughout a pupils school career.
2. Amount and frequency of homework should increase as a pupil gets older.
3. Homework should not cause undue stress on the pupil, family or the teacher.
4. It will not necessarily come in the form of a written task.
5. Homework should be set regularly from the Foundation Stage to Year 6.
Homework may also be used to aid transition between classes.
Recommended Time Allocation
Homework should never be too onerous nor should it ever create stress within the pupil’s family. If
parents have any concerns they should not hesitate to contact the school. Normally, more than one day
will be allowed for the completion of a homework task, except where daily practice is to be
encouraged e.g. reading, spelling and times tables.
The following are government recommendations as appropriate time allocations for
homework activities.
Years 1 and 2 - 1 hour per week
Years 3 and 4 - 1.5 hours per week
Years 5 and 6 - 30 minutes per day
Homework Tasks
Listed below, for each Key Stage of Hedon Primary School, are a number of example tasks and
activities that might be given as homework. This is by no means an exhaustive list and is open to
constant change, although many of these tasks and activities will be used on a regular basis.
Homework activities will change to meet the needs of the pupils involved and activities that might be

occurring in class. All homework tasks and activities will have a clear purpose and assist pupils in the
process of their academic development.
All pupils have home access to Bug Club and Mathletics. These programmes can be used to enhance
homework provision.
Year group
FSU

Year 1/2

Year 3/4

Y5/6

Tasks
Reading
Sounds linked to phonics phase
Words linked to phonics phase
Research/show and tell
according to topic.
Short maths/Literacy activities
Reading
Sounds linked to phonics phase
Words if needed linked to
phonics phase.
Spellings linked to phonics phase

Time spent
10 minutes at least 3 times a
week.
A few minutes each day.
A few minutes 3 times a week.
Topic dependent
10 minutes per week
5-10 minutes at least 3 times a
week.
A few minutes 3 times a week
A few minutes 3 times a week.
A few minutes daily

Maths activities

15-20 minutes a week

Topic/Literacy related homework
as necessary and relevant
Reading
Sounds if needed linked to
phonics phase
Words if needed linked to
phonics phase.
Spellings linked to
phonics/spelling phase

15-20 minutes when sent.

Maths/Literacy activities
alternating each week

15-20 minutes weekly

Topic related homework weekly
Reading

15-20 minutes weekly
15 minutes at least 3 times a
week.

Spellings

5 minutes daily

10-15 minutes at least 3 times a
week.
A few minutes 3 times a week
A few minutes 3 times a week.
A few minutes daily

Maths/Literacy related
At least 30 minutes weekly
homework weekly (This may be
related to SATs questions.)
Pupils taking part in booster classes or intervention groups may also receive additional homework to
maximise the success of the intervention strategy.
Role of the Class Teacher
 To provide an explanation of homework tasks to parents when necessary and give guidance
of how they might assist their child. This may be done by a note with the work, at a preschool parents meeting or at an open evening if possible.
 To set up regular homework in an easily followed routine.
 To ensure that homework is set consistently across classes in the cohort/Phase.
 To set homework that takes equal and racial opportunities into account.
 To ensure any homework is purposeful and links directly to the curriculum being taught.




To reward and praise children who regularly complete homework tasks.
To mark homework when necessary and give feedback to pupils. Homework will, wherever
possible be shown to parents on parents evening.

Role of the Head teacher and Governing Body
 To check compliance of the Policy.
 To meet and talk with parents when appropriate.
 To discuss with staff how far the policy is being successfully implemented.
 Inform new parents to the school so that they are aware of the home/school agreement and
what it entails.
Role of Parents/Carers
 To sign a home school agreement dealing with homework.
 To support the school by ensuring that their child attempts the homework.
 To provide a suitable place for their child to carry out their homework.
 To encourage and praise their child when they have completed their homework.
 To become actively involved and support their child with homework activities.
 To make it clear that they value homework and they support the school by explaining how it
can help learning.
At Hedon Primary Schools we are very keen for parents to support and help their children with
homework. We take the view that children are likely to get more out of an activity if parents get
involved as long as they do not take over too much.
However, there are times when we will want to see what children can do independently. It is
particularly important, as they get older, for children to become increasingly independent in their
learning. If a parent is unsure about what their role should be, they should discuss it with their child's
teacher.
Racial Equality & Equal Opportunities
All children have equal access and inclusive rights to the curriculum regardless of their gender, race,
disability or ability. We plan work that is differentiated for the performance of all groups and
individuals. Hedon Primary School is committed to creating a positive climate that will enable
everyone to work free from racial intimidation and harassment and to achieve their full potential.
Staff will mark any homework and share this with pupils. This will help to give the whole process of
setting and completing homework a higher profile and status. It will also send out the message that
homework is an important and valued aspect of school life. Marking homework is a way of keeping
track of who has completed their homework, and giving them feedback on how well they have met
the objectives of the work. Marking may be done in a variety of forms, some of which will not be
written. Feedback may be given to individual pupils, or to groups of pupils. If children are absent due
to illness we will not send homework home. We would assume the child was too ill to work. Parents
may wish to request missed homework. Parents will be shown homework on parents evening
alongside other work.
If a child is absent for a length of time e.g. with a broken leg, the teacher and the parent will agree
what should be done, how it should be marked and what sort of help needs to be given. In such
circumstances the teacher should consult the Head Teacher first.
It is not possible to give homework when parents take holidays in term time.
Parents/Carers who have queries about homework should not hesitate to make an appointment to see
their child’s class teacher or target group teacher.
Tips for good homework habits
 Do find a quiet place at home to use as a homework area. It needs a flat surface, a good light
source and the right equipment e.g. pens, pencils, ruler, scissors, glue.










Do be aware of modern teaching methods, e.g. in long division.
Do plan a homework timetable and agree on when your child will do their homework.
Do allow your child to have something nutritional to eat before starting on homework.
Do discuss any homework tasks with your child and how it connects with what they are
studying at school.
Do turn off the TV - but you could have music on if they find it helpful.
Don't give your child the answer in order to get a task finished. Instead, explain how to look
up information or find a word in a dictionary.
Don't teach your child methods you used at school. It could confuse them.
Don't let homework become a chore. Keep it fun and make it a special time that you both look
forward to.

Supporting your child at home during term time and holidays
Helping your child with reading

Reading with your child is vital. Research shows that it's the single most important thing you can do
to help your child's education. It's best to read little and often, so try to put aside some time for it
every day.
Think of ways to make reading fun - you want your child to learn how pleasurable books can be. If
you're both enjoying talking about the content of a particular page, linger over it for as long as you
like.
Books aren't just about reading the words on the page, they can also present new ideas and topics
for you and your child to discuss.
Your child will also have a Bug club password allowing them access to additional books in addition to
their home reading book. Please ask your child’s class teacher if you cannot remember your
password.
Tips for helping your child to enjoy books:
 Encourage your child to pretend to 'read' a book before he or she can read words.
 Visit the library as often as possible - take out CDs and DVDs as well as books.
 Schedule a regular time for reading - perhaps when you get home from school or just before
bed.
 Buy dual-language books if English isn’t your family’s first language - you can talk about
books and stories, and develop a love for them, in any language.
 Look for books on topics that you know your child is interested in - maybe dragons, insects,
cookery or a certain sport.
 Make sure that children’s books are easily accessible in different rooms around your house.

Helping your child with maths

As with reading, try to make maths as much fun as possible - games, puzzles and jigsaws are a great
way to start. It's also important to show how we use maths skills in our everyday lives and to involve
your child in this.
Identifying problems and solving them can also help your child develop maths skills. If you see him or
her puzzling over something, talk about the problem and try to work out the solution together.

Don't shy away from maths if you didn’t like it at school. Try to find new ways to enjoy the s ubject
with your child.
The espresso programme allows access online games and activities to practise maths and gives clear
explanations to enable you to get involved too.
Tips for helping your child to enjoy maths:
 Point out the different shapes to be found around your home.
 Take your child shopping and talk about the quantities of anything you buy.
 Let your child handle money and work out how much things cost.
 Look together for numbers on street signs and car registration plates.
Helping your child with writing

Writing is best practised in context so diaries, shopping lists and thank you notes are the perfect way
to give writing a purpose and practise skills taught in school. It is important for your child to see you
writing and enjoy sharing this with you.
You will always know your child’s writing targets from their parent’s evening reports. Support them
to check their writing and see whether they have met them.
Tips for helping your child enjoy writing:
 Share examples of writing for everyday purpose.
 Take time, with your child, to keep a diary of special days or holidays. Add mementos from
your travels. This could be shared in school too.
 Look for exciting pens, pencils and paper. Writing on coloured paper is always exciting.
 Use your child’s writing e.g. take a shopping list to the shops, leave a note for the milkman,
write a postcard to someone.

We will keep you informed of the topics your child will be covering. This will allow you to help your
child research at home. Information can be found in a variety of ways e.g. Use the internet, visit the
library or ask other people.
We are always willing to provide advice and additional activities on request.

