
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prior Learning 

EYFS 

Cross Curricular Links  

Literacy Shape poems (ocean themed), 

Non-chronological reports (animal fact 

files) and Acrostic poems (African 

animals) 

Art Art from around the world 

 

 

Hot vs Cold Countries 
 

In this unit of work the children will learn to identify the 5 oceans of the world while also 
recapping the 7 continents. Children will follow a route of a traveller and describe the route 

using compass points and using continents and ocean names that are passed along the route. 
They will also locate the equator, north and south pole. Children will compare a hot country 
and cold country by looking at location, weather, animals and human and physical features. 

In this unit children will: 

 Name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans.  

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the 7 continents and 5 oceans. 

 Use simple compass directions (North, 
South, East and West) to describe the 
location continents and oceans and a 
traveller’s route. 

 Identify the location of hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles. 

 Compare Africa (Kenya) to the Arctic (Alaska) 
to the UK and each other.  

 Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features of each 
country. 

 Identify clothing needed to visit each 
country.  

 Organise animals into specific hot and cold 
countries. 

Key Vocabulary 

Africa –  the second largest continent. 

Arctic – relating to the regions around the 

North Pole. 

ariel view - a view from above. 

compass – an instrument containing a 

magnetised pointer which shows the 

direction of north from it. 

continent - any of the world's main 

expanses of land. 

equator – a line notionally drawn on the 

earth central from poles, dividing the 

earth into northern and southern 

hemispheres. 

human features - features of land that 

have been impacted by human activity. 

landmark - an object or feature of a 

landscape or town that is easily seen and 

recognised from a distance, especially one 

that enables someone to establish their 

location. 

map - a pictorial representation of an area 

of land or sea. 

physical features - natural features of land 

route -  way or course taken in getting 

from a starting point to a destination. 

tropical climate – when the weather is 

very hot and humid and gets a lot of rain. 

temperate climate – moderate (no 

extreme weather). 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Knowledge 

 The 7 continents in order from largest to 
smallest are Asia, Africa, North and 
South America, Antarctica, Europe and 
Oceania.  

 The 5 oceans in order from largest to 
smallest are Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, 
Southern and Arctic.  

 Around 70% of the Earth's surface is 
covered by oceans. The largest ocean on 
Earth is the Pacific Ocean, it covers 
around 30% of the Earth’s surface. 

 During winter the Arctic Ocean is almost 
completely covered in sea ice.  

 An equator is an imaginary line around 
the middle of a planet. It is halfway 
between the North Pole and the South 
Pole. An equator divides the planet into 
a Northern Hemisphere and a Southern 
Hemisphere. 

 Weather is the day to day changes that 
we see happen. So, it can be sunny one 
day and rainy the next.  

 Climate is the average weather usually 
taken over 30 years for a particular 
place. 

 The world in divided into four climate 
zones; cold, warm, temperate and 
tropical. 

 The two climate zones we will be 
focussing on are cold and warm. 
Weather in the cold zone is usually 
below freezing and dry, with long, dark 
winters, temperatures rise above 
freezing for only a few months each year. 
The weather in the warm zone is hot and 
all year, but with a distinct wet season 
and dry seasons. 

 Countries in the Arctic are Norway, 

Sweden, Finland, Russia, United States, 

Canada, Denmark and Iceland.  

 Both Alaska and Kenya are in the 

Northern hemisphere.   

Key Questions 

Can you name the 7 continents? Which is the 
biggest? 

What are the 5 oceans? 
Can you name a hot country? 
Can you name a cold country? 

How is Alaska different to the UK? 
How is Kenya different to the UK? 

What country would you find a lion in? Why? 
What are the physical features of 

Alaska/Kenya? 
What are the human features of 

Alaska/Kenya? 
 

 

 

 Animals found in Kenya are; zebras, rhinos, 

lions, elephants, buffalos, crocodiles and 

leopards. 

 Animals found in Alaska are; polar bears, 

Alaskan wolves, beluga whales, bison, 

moose, horned puffins and arctic hares. 
 


