
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prior Learning 

Year 1 - Timelines 

Year 2 – Historical figures 

 

Cross Curricular Links  

Japanese folk tale writing 

Haiku poetry 

What makes Japan interesting?  

In this unit of work the children will learn about the life and culture in 
Japan. They will delve in the lives of people in Japan comparing rural areas 

and cities as well as looking at life-long traditions. 

In this unit children will: 

 Be able to locate Japan on a map 
of the world, as well as the 
continent it lies in. 

 Investigate and research how the 
landscape of Japan differs from 
the UK. 

 Learn about the capital city – 
Tokyo. They will look at the life 
and culture of the people in one 
of the busiest cities in the world. 

 Be able to identify Mount Fuji and 
explain how volcanoes, tsunamis 
and earthquakes are formed. 

 Research the true meaning behind 
the Japanese flag and its pattern. 

 Investigate and taste some sushi 
and learn how it is traditionally 
made in Japan. 

Key Vocabulary 
Hokkaido – large island in the north of 
Japan. 
Mount Fuji – Japan’s highest 
mountain. It is also an active volcano. 
Pacific Ocean – The ocean in which 
Japan lies. 
Tokyo – The capital city of Japan. 
yen – The currency (money) used in 
Japan. 
tsunami – a series of large waves 
generated by an abrupt movement on 
the ocean floor.  
volcano – when magma rises to the 
surface of the earth often exploding 
out as lava. 
earthquake – a sudden release of 
energy underground causing the earth 
to shake. 
tectonic plates – the earth’s outer 
layer is made up of large, moving 
pieces called plates. 
sushi – a Japanese dish prepared using 
rice and usually raw fish. 
kimono –  a long, loose traditional 
Japanese robe with wide sleeves and a 
sash. 
rural – rural areas are areas which are 
not towns or cities, often farming 
areas. 
Ring of Fire – an arc around the Pacific 
Ocean where many volcanoes and 
earthquakes formed. 

 
 
 



 

 

    

Key Knowledge 

 Japan is made up of 6,852 

islands. 

 The highest point in Japan is 

Mount Fuji, which stands at 

3.776m. 

 Tokyo is the capital city of Japan 

and also the largest city. Other 

major cities include Osaka, 

Nagoya and Sapporo. 

 Japan sits along the Pacific, Ring 

of Fire – it has so much 

volcanoes experiences and 

earthquakes. 

 Japan belongs to the continent 

of Asia and is surrounded by the 

Sea of Japan to the East and 

Pacific Ocean to the West. 

 Japan has a rich culture built on 

many traditions and rituals from 

the past such as Judo, tea 

ceremony, sumo wrestling and 

sushi. 

 Japan is on the world leaders in 

technology  - Sony, Canon, 

Honda, Nintendo and Toyota are 

all from Japan. 

Key Questions 

 How much did Rome expand over the 

years? 

 Who was the most powerful Roman ruler? 

 How did the Romans make their clothes? 

 Did the Romans have electricity? 

 Why are they called the Romans? 

Key Questions 

 Who is the leader of Japan? 

 How many people live in 

Japan? 

 What is the time difference 

between the UK and Japan? 

 What language do they 

speak in Japan? 

  


