
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prior Learning 

Year 1 Continents and Oceans 

Year 2 Local Town 

Year 3 Settlement – including map work 

Cross Curricular Links  

History Saxons  

RE Our World 

What can we discover about Europe? 
 

In this unit we will revisit their prior knowledge of the 7 continents and 5 oceans with a 
specific focus on Europe. Children will learn about Europe and the countries found within the 
continent by using maps, atlases, globes and four figure grid references. Children will compare 

the UK (London) to Germany (Berlin) and identify similarities and differences through the 
study of human and physical geography. 

 

In this unit children will: 

 Name and locate the worlds 7 continents 

and 5 oceans. 

 Research Europe by identifying its size, 

population and smallest and largest 

countries. 

 Locate European countries using an atlas. 

 Use four figure grid references to locate 

specific places within a European country. 

 Name and locate major European capital 

cities such as; Paris, Prague, Madrid and 

Moscow.  

 Recognise flags, currency and languages of 

European countries.  

 Identify geographic features such as famous 

landmarks of major countries in Europe.  

 Compare the UK to Germany looking 

specifically at the capital city of each to 

compare. 

 Identify similarities and differences between 

London and Berlin by comparing human and 

physical features including climate. 

 Research a chosen European country.  

Key Vocabulary 

Capital - the city or town where the 

government runs the country from. 

Continent – a very large landmass of 

countries. There are seven.  

Country - a nation with its own 

government, occupying a particular area 

of land.  

Culture - the ideas, customs, and social 

behaviour of particular people/country. 

Currency – money in general use in a 

particular country. 

Europe - a continent located entirely in 

the Northern Hemisphere 

Human geography - is about buildings, 

roads, farms, etc. Things that have been 

made by humans.  

Landmark - an object or feature of a 

landscape or town that is easily seen and 

recognised from a distance, especially one 

that enables someone to establish their 

location. 

Major city - an important, large, or high 

performing city.  

Physical geography - is about the natural 

world such as; mountains, seas, rivers, 

forests etc.  

Population - all the inhabitants of a 

particular place. 

Territory – a plot of land controlled by a 

specific person, or country. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Knowledge 

 Europe is the 5th largest continent in the 

world. 

 A continent is a large land mass. Each 

continent (apart from Antarctica) has 

different countries within it.  

 Europe is surrounded by the Atlantic and 

Artic ocean. 

 There are 50 countries in Europe with a 

total of more than 742 million people 

living on the continent.  

 Within each country there are many 

cities; a city is an urban settlement 

where lots of people live and work. 

 Each country has a capital city where the 

government run the country from. 

 The largest country is Russia. Largest city 

is Moscow in Russia with more than 12 

million inhabitants. Part of Russia is on 

the continent Asia. 

 Smallest country: Vatican City is the 

smallest country in the world, both by 

population and by size. 

 There are 24 official languages in Europe 

but there are more than 200 languages 

spoken on the continent. 

 There are 28 currencies are used by the 

fifty European nations with the Euro 

being the most popularly used currency. 

 Mount Elbrus is the highest mountain in 

Europe. Its summit is 18,510 feet above 

sea level and it is located in Russia. 

 The Volga River is considered as the 

longest European River, flowing for a 

distance of 2,294 miles. It travels the 

length of Russia in a southerly direction. 

 Warmest climate in Europe is the Canary 

Islands and the coldest climate is Russia. 

Key Questions 

What are the 7 continents and 5 oceans? 

Can you locate Europe on a map? 

Can you name 5 countries located in 

Europe? 

What oceans surround Europe? 

What is the largest/smallest country in 

Europe? 

What does Brexit mean? 

Do all countries in Europe follow the same 

rules, regulations, beliefs and freedoms? 

 

 

  The UK has a population of 66.5 million 
and Germany has a population of 83 
million.  

 The size of the UK is 242,495 km² and 
the size of Germany is 357,386 km². 

 London is the capital city of the England 
in the UK and Berlin is the capital city of 
Germany. 

Comparison of London to Berlin: 

 London Berlin 

Population 8.9 million 3.7 million 

Language English German 

Currency Great British 
Pound (Sterling) 

Euro 

Landmark Big Ben The Holocaust 
Memorial 

 


