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Introduction 
As part of the National Curriculum, learning a foreign language (French at Hedon Primary 

School) is a requirement for children within KS2.  Hedon Primary School has taught French 

for several years, following the East Riding agreed syllabus.  Opportunities for learning basic 

conversational phrases in other MFLs are taken up as and when they arise.  A taster block of 

German lessons is taught to Y6 in the latter part of the Summer Term. 

  

 

Purpose 

Learning a foreign language offers an opening to other cultures and helps to foster pupils’ 

curiosity and to deepen their understanding of the world.  Pupils have the opportunity to 

explore a different culture and to respect diversity.  Language learning at KS2 provides a 

foundation for learning additional languages and more importantly in today’s society, equips 

young people with the skills needed to study and to work in other countries. 

 

 

Aims 
We aim to develop children’s experience of language acquisition and to encourage curiosity 

about languages; to develop their understanding of what they hear and read, and to have an 

ability to express themselves in speech and writing; to extend their knowledge of how 

language works and to explore differences and similarities between French and English; and 

to strengthen their sense of identity through learning about culture in Francophone countries 

and comparing it with their own culture. 

  

 

Teaching and Learning Overview 
Teaching is in line with the recommendations of the National Curriculum, with modifications 

in place which allow for the individual and differentiated needs of the children.  It takes full 

account of the different experiences, strengths and interests of the children whilst also 

complying with the requirements and guidance on inclusion. 

  

The National Curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils: 

● understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources 

● speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating 

what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually 

improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation 

● can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of 

grammatical structures that they have learned 

● discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 

 



Organisation 
French is taught in a whole-class setting, by the class teacher/HLTA or language specialist 

(GI).  Teachers plan lessons using suggested teaching ideas based on QCA 2007 scheme for 

French; a scheme of work with lesson plans from Y3 through to Y6 is available on Staff 

Shared Drive.  The Early Start French scheme of work for French also provides a wealth of 

ideas.  The lessons are designed to motivate children from the first moment and are 

communicative in focus.  They have clear, achievable objectives and incorporate different 

learning styles.  SEN children have access to the curriculum through variation of task, 

grouping or support from an adult. 

 

From September 2020, the teaching of French phonics is to be included in the MFL provision 

for French.  This will begin in KS1 with simple French songs and rhymes learned in short, 

repeated sessions throughout the week.  In KS2, the teaching of phonics will be more explicit, 

with a range of French phonemes introduced and practised each week, starting in Y3.  The 

aim of this is to ensure that all children understand that English phonics cannot be applied to 

French words; by learning the phonics associated with the language, children will be more 

confident in their French pronunciation.  They will also develop a better understanding of the 

language and an increased knowledge of how to tackle unseen words and texts.   

 

Each KS2 class has a timetabled lesson of one hour per week.  French can also be revisited in 

short sessions throughout the week to consolidate knowledge and ensure new language is 

retained.  French lessons draw from a variety of sources to model the language, use games 

and songs to maximise enjoyment and make as many connections to real life situations as 

possible.  Lessons cover all four skills (Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing) to a 

greater or lesser degree, but for years 3 and 4, the emphasis is on speaking and listening at 

first. However, when appropriate, children record written work in books which are passed on 

through the years and become a portfolio of their learning.  This will then be passed on to the 

secondary school. 

 

 

Outline of MFL coverage within KS2 

  

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

All about me Portraits All aboard Our sporting lives 

Games and songs The four friends Pocket money Carnival of animals 

Celebrations Growing things Tell me a story 
What’s the weather 

like? 

    

Gender (masc./fem.) Plurals Dictionary skills Dictionary skills 

Simple instructions Common verbs High frequency phrases 
High frequency 

phrases 

 Simple questions Giving opinions Modal verbs 

Cognates Cognates Cognates Cognates 

Phonics Phonics Phonics Phonics 

  

 

 

Resources 



The scheme and supporting materials for each year group are kept in the Front Office (GI’s 

filing cabinet).  Additional materials can be found in the MFL resources cupboard in the Y5 

classroom.  A class set of bilingual dictionaries, a Language Master and the Easi-speak 

microphones are held in the Year 5 classroom. 

 

Efforts to establish links with native French speakers and the local secondary school MFL 

department are continuing.  The MFL Co-ordinator (GI) continues to correspond with the LA 

MFL lead and attends subject co-ordinator meetings and events where possible.  Resources, 

information and updates are sent via e-mail. 

 

 

Assessment and record keeping 
Informal assessment of progress will be made by the language provider during lessons 

through questioning and oral feedback.  This assessment will be transferred to MFL progress 

(‘can do’) trackers.  The subject leader monitors the effectiveness of the provision through 

drop-ins, book scrutinies, pupil voice and questionnaires. 

 

  

Monitoring and evaluation 
The MFL subject leader monitors planning and delivery on a termly basis. Findings are 

shared with the SLT and the MFL SEF is updated as appropriate. 

 

Support, guidance and practical help is offered by the subject leader to any member of staff 

who does not feel confident in delivery of MFL in the classroom. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


